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Growing, Planting and Maintaining Native Plants
Turning a Challenge into an Opportunity

Prepared by Larry Weaner for
Landscape Illinois 

Institutional Ally:

New Directions in the 
American Landscape
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PLANT SELECTION
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Match plant to the soil.
Not the soil to the plant.
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Coefficients of 
Conservatism 

Philadelphia Lilly: 
Lillum philadelphicum = 9

Snakeroot: 
Ageratina altissima = 1

Conservative vs. Non-Conservative Species 
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PLANT SPACING 
AND 

ARRANGEMENT 
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Spacing and Plant Community Based Composition
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Where the Area Size Requires it - Use ‘Garden Thugs’
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Procuring and 
Growing Plants
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More Plants – Smaller Sizes us of seed
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Clonal Shrubs and Asexual Propogation
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Root to Leaf Ratio in Balance
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“These Plants Are Junk”
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Planting Protocols
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Maximum Habitat Fidelity – Minimum Inputs and Disturbance
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Dr. No

25

26



1/23/26

14

27

28



1/23/26

15

29

30



1/23/26

16

31

32



1/23/26

17

33

34



1/23/26

18

35

36



1/23/26

19

37

38



1/23/26

20

Management Protocols
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Photo: Mark Weaner

Weed Suppression - Plants not Mulch
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Weeding - Cut Don’t Pull (With Caveats)
Soil Disturbance and Relative Ecological Stability
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Leave the Leaves and Perennial Stems in Fall/Winter
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Don’t Remove Fallen Wood (Cut and Lay Flat Where Unsightly)
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Photo: Mark Weaner

Sparing the Irrigation and Fertilizer?
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Design During Management
Incorporating Spontaneous Vegetation
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Photo: Karen Bussolini
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